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Profile Name:  mark66x
Initial Thoughts:

Hello Mark,

Thanks for your order.  Overall I think your profile is quite good and simply requires a little tweaking to start attracting the type of women you are hoping to meet.

You sound like a quiet, gentle and civilized man who knows what he wants.  Unfortunately your photo is terrible and really needs to be updated immediately.  Other than ensuring you have no spelling and grammatical errors, a good photo is the most important part of your profile and yours is really letting you down.  You write well and I get a feel for the type of person you are which is great but the photo is definitely off putting.

For ease we’ll start at the top and work our way through to the end in order to cover off all the aspects of your profile.  Obviously some things have more impact than others such as your photograph, introduction line and Profile Name and suggestions for these topics should be given the most serious and immediate consideration.  

Keep in mind that this critique is not based on you personally but only on your profile.  It is an electronic page of words and pictures that can be very easily altered.  Please don’t take any criticism personally.

OK, let’s get started ….

Profile Name

There is nothing wrong with your profile name but nor is it intriguing or telling the reader anything about you.  You only have three tools at your disposal to get an image of yourself across to a potential partner; your photo, your text and your profile name.  Each of these should be a part of the puzzle and they should all gel together to resemble you.

Your profile name is simply a boys name and as such doesn’t give me any information other than that you are male.  Unfortunately you have also needed to use a number at the end which can lead some readers to believe you are lacking imagination as the name you wanted seems to have been taken so rather than pick another, you have simply put a number on the end.  I would suggest something masculine sounding perhaps related to an interest you have.  Remember not to make it too long or complicated as you run the risk of spelling mistakes when people look for you.

Some suggestions:  a technical word related to an interest you have, the name of a person,  vehicle or device in a sport you enjoy, a river or town in a country you have visited (get the atlas out), an animal you associate with.

It can be difficult finding a name that is available.  One suggestion is to add a colour to the beginning or end of a name you like eg if you like the name Lion you might find that blue lion is available.   You can also try adding the phonetic alphabet to the start or rear of a word you like eg alpha, bravo, whisky, charlie, echo.

Photograph

I’m sorry to be harsh but your photo is terrible.  You are inside, it’s very blurry, you haven’t dressed for the occasion and to top it all off you don’t even have a smile on your face.
It’s easy to fix though.  Grab a friend with a digital camera.  Try sitting in a nice outdoor cafe with a coffee in front and a nice big tree behind.  Make sure you are the only person in the photo and you are wearing a light coloured top that suits your colouring.   This is the important bit – put a BIG smile on your face (one that reaches your eyes).  A smile goes a long way toward making you look approachable, likeable and attractive.  

Don’t forget to make sure the camera is above or equal to your eye level, never from below.


If you need a hand updating your photographs, we have a terrific photographer in Melbourne.  Our photographic service is aimed directly at online dating photographs and is quick, easy, professional and keeps your budget in mind.  Details regarding our photo services can be found at www.dateschool.com.au/fab_photo.html
	See the difference a really good photograph can make to the amount of dates you get!!
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Introduction

Your introduction one liner is a good starting point but could use some work.  By saying you are looking to meet new friends OR someone special you may be giving an indication that you aren’t really serious about finding a partner but more so in simply increasing your social circle.  In addition, you don’t tell the reader anything about what you’re looking for in a partner.  Other than your photograph, this is the most valuable real estate on the page and you’re not making the most of it.
The Intro is your first and best chance to catch a woman’s attention.  Remember you only have a short period of time for them to decide you are worth giving serious consideration.  If you lose their attention here, you are often lost altogether.  You need to say something snappy, catchy and interesting.
It’s a good guide to pick a few key words that describe yourself and a few that describe the kind of person you want to meet and put them into one sentence.  For example:

 “Quiet, civilized and loyal guy looking for an intelligent, warm and independent woman.”

Content 
You’re content is pretty good with regard to what you like to do.  It’s a little short on details and doesn’t spend much time talking about who you are.  It is important to squeeze in as much about you as possible in the most entertaining manner possible.

Suggestions:

· You use the word ‘fortunately’ twice in one paragraph.  Use the thesaurus at www.dictionary.com to select an alternate.

· You talk about a desire to travel but it is very superficial.  Where would you like to go?  What kind of traveling do you enjoy?  Backpacking, 5 star hotels??
· Overall your profile is too generalized.  Don’t be afraid to give the game away.  Don’t hide away here trying to be too generic.  Speak from the heart.  Who are you and what are you looking for?  What kind of person are you?  Slow and steady or fast and furious?  Cool as a cucumber, life of the party, strong and dependable, fire up easily or patient as a saint?  Give the reader something to hold onto, a reason to like you (or dislike you for that matter – you don’t want everyone to want you, only the ones you might be interested in).
It can be difficult for a potential date to recognize if you have much in common or are the type of person they are looking for with only limited information.  Use the space available.  Suggestions for additional content are included below:

Little Things 

Little things create a quick and easy bond and helps keep people’s attention while they’re learning about you.  What other interests do you have?  What is your favourite thing to do on a Friday night or a Sunday afternoon?  Which paper do you prefer to read?  What radio station do you listen to and why?  What is your favourite food?  Are you a jeans or a suit kind of person?  Where’s your favourite club, pub, restaurant or place to hang out?

Draw a Picture  
When you speak of your interests it helps if you draw a picture with your words.  You want the reader to be able to imagine you (and possibly themselves) doing the thing your speaking of.  Here’s an example:

Instead of writing, “I like watching DVD’s”.

You could write:

“My perfect Friday night:  comfy clothes, an action packed DVD, a supreme pizza, and a comfortable couch.  Oh, and someone I like to sit next do.  What more could you want?”

Obviously, this example will not necessarily apply to you and is not intended for you to copy, but I’m sure you can see that drawing a picture makes a more interesting read and also gives the reader a better insight into the real you.

Big things
It would be helpful to talk about some of the big things in your life in addition to the little things that you already mention.  By the big things, I mean what drives you, what’s important to you?  Is it work, family, friends, religion, politics, music?  Do you have a 5 or 10 year plan?  What is it? Where do you want to be?  You don’t need to dwell too much on this or be too serious but a sentence or two about what really matters to you would work well.

Imagine you meet someone who has an interest in the same ‘little things’ as you (movies, dinners, rock climbing, whatever) but you want to be the CEO of BHP in 5 years time and they want to provide humanitarian services in Cambodia.  Big things are important.  Little things give us a start, big things are who we are.

Ideal Partner  

It’s a positive thing to know what you’re looking for in a partner.  It means you have put some thought into it and you are not willing to just settle for anyone.  It also gives the reader a chance to determine if they are your type rather than just if you’re their type.
Suggestions:

· Typo:  independant = independent

· Your text is good but a little too brief.  The way you have worded your requirement for equality might lead someone to believe that you have had a problem with that in the past.  Its best not to give that impression.  Instead write something like “I’m looking to build a relationship based on respect and equality”.  
So, what about this person you hope to meet?  What little things should they enjoy?  What will they be driven by (big things)?  Will they be focused on career, family, simply having a good time or is something else you’re looking for?  Are there any physical characteristics that they MUST have?  
Interests

You’re interests are ok but they could be a little more chatty rather than a list.  Try talking about the CD you are currently listening to, a film you saw recently that you loved and why.
Typo: restaurant is spelled incorrectly.

Work 
I notice you don’t discuss what you do for a living.  This is fine if you only go to work to pay the bills but if you have a job that you enjoy or plays a big part in your life you may want to mention it.

Creating a masculine tone
One of the things women love in a man is masculinity.  Sounds silly I know because it’s so obvious but it’s true and it doesn’t always come across in your writing if you are not aware of it.  Using words throughout your profile like ‘confident’, ‘independent’, ‘direction’, ‘goals’, ‘strong’, ‘secure’ etc all give a tone of manliness to your writing which is attractive to women.  The words don’t have to be used in an obvious way although they can eg “I’m a strong, independent and secure man looking for …”  or “I’m a goal oriented man who is secure in both my profession and my place in the world”.

Current Profile Text (Corrected for Spelling and Grammar)
You are obviously educated and well written Mark and don’t require this portion of the service other than where already mentioned above.

The Golden Rules for Online Dating

· Keep your main text limited to 4-5 normal sized paragraphs (don’t write War and Peace but don’t forget to tell people about yourself either).

· Make a space between your paragraphs (push enter twice)

· One space after a comma and two after a full stop.

· Have fun

· Don’t forget your sense of humour

· Don’t take it personally

· Treat people with respect

Date School has a range of useful e-books for only $8.95 to help you make the most of online dating, attract the type of people you’re really looking for and actually get out from behind that computer and into the real world:

‘Creating a Killer Profile’ is full of do’s and don’ts and extra ideas for creating a profile that will get you out and about enjoying yourself rather than stuck behind your computer terminal - it’s a great add on to your profile doctor service.

‘The Rules – Etiquette of Online Dating’ is the next step.  Once you’ve got your profile spot on, its time to get yourself on a date.  This e-book helps you navigate your way from the cyber world to the real world, answering all your questions about who does what and when.

Purchase an e-book online now from www.dateschool.com.au and have it delivered to you by e-mail immediately.  

If we can be of any further assistance or you wish to provide feedback, please contact info@dateschool.com.au.  For a full range of Date School services check out our web site at www.dateschool.com.au. 

Best wishes
